


  
return to the patient room with you as you verify the history, repeat the physical exam and complete 
the medical decision making.  While fourth year students may not independently care for patients, they 
should fully understand the limits of their medical knowledge and seek your assistance to ensure safe, 
effective patient care.  One method for scheduling when you have a learner with you is “Wave 
Scheduling.”  An example of this can be seen at  https://med.ucf.edu/media/2017/04/wave-
scheduling.pdf 
 
Students should be clinically engaged for a minimum of 8 half days per week.  They may participate in 
evening and weekend clinics.   
 
7.  How is student documentation utilized in the ambulatory setting? 
Both EPIC and Cerner have the capacity for students to initiate a billable note, as well as a medical 
student note type that requires an attestation but is not considered part of the official medical record 
and may not be used as a basis for billing.  A CMS ruling that took effect in March, 2018 allows notes 
that were started by medical students to be taken over by the attending or resident, edited to reflect 
the work done by the attending or resident, and utilized for billing purposes. It is up to each preceptor, 
in consultation with the clerkship director, to determine which note type students should be using, but 
4th year students should all be capable of starting an accurate note that can be edited by their 
attending.   
 
This change allows student work to be the basis for your patient encounter note and reduces the 
duplication that was formerly required from CMS.  
 
8.  Do I have to be a faculty member to precept students? 
Yes, you must apply for clinical faculty status in order to be the designated preceptor for your office.  If 
you are on vacation, any of your partners or advanced practice providers may cover for you.  Please 
know that your advanced practice providers may also apply for faculty status. 
 
9.  Assessing students 
Students rotating with you are to receive regular verbal feedback on how they are developing.  Each 
student will also need to have a formal assessment submitted at the end of the rotation.  Assessments 
are completed on-line using the Elentra web-based platform. Faculty will receive an email from “WMED 
ELENTRA ME NOTIFICATION SYSTEM” when they have an assessment to complete.   The email will 
contain a link that will take you directly to the pending assessment.   Alternately, faculty may directly 
enter the Elentra system at elentra.med.wmich.edu and use their WMED username and password to 
sign into the system and locate all outstanding assessments.  All fourth year elective rotations are 
Pass/Fail only, and you will be asked whether the student passed their rotation in addition to your 
narrative comments about 



  
For more information regarding the benefits and responsibility of faculty, please proceed to the faculty 
affairs section of the WMED website.  
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You may apply for faculty status on-line through the WMED website.  http://med.wmich.edu/node/316 


